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Joshua 24: 1 – 3; 14 - 24

Sunday 12th November 2017

Psalm 78:
Refrain: O Lord, still guide us on our way; be our hope and stay.
Music and text (from Psalm 78): Hal H. Hopson
I Thessalonians 4: 13 – 18
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading: St Matthew 25: 1 – 13
Sermon: A call to tend our life of faithful discipleship:
a call to sustain our faith commitments and our ministry practices
Hymn of discipleship 691: Faith will not grow from words alone
(Offerings will be received during the singing of this Hymn)
Prayer of dedication: (Congregation remain standing)
Announcements and concerns of the Church
Prayers of intercession and Lord’s Prayer
Hymn of pilgrimage 571: Forth in your name, O Lord, I go
Commissioning and Benediction
Organ Postlude
(You are invited to remain seated until the end of the postlude)

Reader: Ruth Bartle
Next week: Anne Friend
Judges 4: 1-7;
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11;

Flowers: Daphne Arthur
Next week: Judith Walker
Psalm 123;
Matthew 25: 31-46;

Minister: Bertram Mather 0469 295 162; 9818 2119 email: mather_bertram@hotmail.com
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Bertram Mather
Sunday Service
10 am weekly

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.

Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday
Music in Liturgy:
monthly:
10 am: 4th Sunday
Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room
Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
1st Wed in the
Pawsey Room
Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday
Craft Group:
2nd & 4th Tuesday
10am in the Music
Vestry.

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

Next Sunday
10am Communion Service
Rev Bertram Mather

Pentecost 23
Organ Prelude
Introit
We shall listen , Lord to your teaching, and hear the
words of your mouth. Give ear, O my people, to your
teaching: incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark
sayings from of old, things that we have heard and
known, that our forebears have told us.
Words: Psalm 78; Tone: harm. Philip Mathias (1954 - )
Greetings and Call to worship:
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
The Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy-Spirit
be with you all.
Friends, we are once again gathered together this day
choosing to worship God and serve God and no other.
We come in spirit and in truth O Lord, emptying
ourselves from all earthly pleasures, we come to be
filled with your holiness. With waiting hearts we
come to worship the living God.
We enter into this holy-space as witnesses to one
another to live out our baptism and grow into the
Body of Christ.

Yes! It is an opportunity for us to reaffirm our relationship with
God and with the people of God. Yes, we enter into this holy
space to renew our spirit, to tend our souls and be supported by
one another in our faith journey. Holy God, transform us by your
grace. Renew the thoughts of our minds, the inclinations of our
hearts and the soundings of our voices.
We enter this sacred space dependent on the Spirit to be with us
in our thoughts and our feelings.
Through this time of worship, empower us, consecrate us and
send us O Lord to be your partners and agents in your mission,
providing the wider community with a basis of real hope and
restoration. Enliven our spirits to love you more dearly and to
serve you more fully.
Let us enter this sacred space and experience God’s calling and
empowering. We are called to be the partners in discipleship,
learning and growing together as we love God and our neighbour.
God is present with us establishing a living relationship with his
people. In challenging times and situations, God is with us. God
listens to us and responds. Halleluiah! Come! Let us worship God
who lives and abides with us always.
Hymn of adoration 118: We give immortal praise to God
Prayer of Adoration and Thanksgiving
Anthem: I want to walk as a child of the light
Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson (1934 - ) TiS 643
Call to confession: Let us come before God and the people of God
with our prayers of confession. God calls us to be the bearers of the
light of Christ to the world around us. As a community of disciples,
we are being called to find ways of attending to the practices of our
Christian faith that form and grow us into the faith of Christ. Yet we
participate in ways that hurt others and hurt God. Let us confess
those times we have failed to obey the call to show compassion to
others on the journey of renewal and redemption - thereby failing
to enfold the community around us in spiritual transformation and
faithful discipleship.

We admit the ways we snuff out your holy-light in ourselves and
others. Forgive us, O Lord, when we let negative thoughts and old
stories overtake us, when we are a stumbling block for your ongoing
mission and the extension of your kingdom of love, when we fail to
see your hand at work in us and in our community. God of
redemption, renew us and transform us spiritually so that we
become the agents of your light of love.
God has created us to celebrate the life as a community of disciples
and to reflect his way by being the bearers of God’s light. But our life
of exclusion and Christless Christianity has often been frustrating.
God has wonderfully made us in his image for us to reflect his love
and unity and live celebrating the life of co-existence. But we
quietly and systematically maintain our divisions and selfishness
thereby causing the Body of Christ and the mission of God to suffer
and even be wounded.
Redeeming Lord, forgive us for the ways of our life that has caused
to prevent the extension of your kingdom of love. Help us to follow
and celebrate the examples of our forefathers who made many
sacrifice to build your Church.
We have at many times neglected to exercise responsibility to be the
bearers of the love of God and the light of Christ Jesus to our
neighbours. We have at many times failed to reflect the joy of life in
communion with God and with our co-pilgrims. At many times we let
assumptions, criticism and doubts overtake our Christian discipleship.
Holy God, forgive us our Christ-less way of life and help us to be
faithful in discipleship and reflect spirituality. Help us to share your
love with one another and to see others through your eyes.
In the name of the Triune God we pray.
Assurance of Pardon:
Friends, we never walk alone. God works joyfully to lift the burdens
that hurt us. God reaches out to redeem all those who call upon
him. In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven and renewed in the glory of the
resurrection. May God grant us the grace to accept that we are
forgiven. Rejoice in God’s forgiving and freeing presence.
Amen! Halleluiah! Thanks be to God.
Hymn of assurance 575: O Jesus, Saviour, grow in me
Affirmation of Faith: (UIW – p. 130/8) God is with us

