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Hymn of assurance 272: Come, thou long-expected Jesus

Hawthorn Uniting Parish

A Canticle for Christmas: Blessed are you, O Christ, our God (UIW – p.154/19)

Sunday 25th December 2017

Ministry of the Word

Service Today
10am Christmas Day
Rev Bertram Mather

Isaiah 9:2 - 7
Psalm 98 (TiS 57)
Response:
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. For today a great light has come up
on the earth. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading: St John 1: 1 - 14

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Sunday Service
10 am weekly

Announcements and concerns of the Church
Prayers of intercession and the Lord’s Prayer

Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday

Music in Liturgy:
monthly:
10 am: 4th Sunday

Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
1st Wed in the
Pawsey Room

Hymn of pilgrimage 303: Hark! The herald angels sing
Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude: The Holly and the Ivy - Richard Shepherd (1996)
(You are invited to remain seated until the end of the postlude)
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous and Blessed New-Year
Rev Bertram Mather and Family
Minister: Bertram Mather 0469 295 162; 9818 2119 email: mather_bertram@hotmail.com
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Christmas Day
Organ Prelude: Chorale Prelude on Quem Pastores

Sermon: Christmas – A Renewed hope and opportunity for a renewed world.
Hymn of discipleship 312: Once in Royal David’s city
(Offerings will be received during the singing of this Hymn)
Prayer of dedication: (Congregation remain standing)

Next Sunday
10am Worship Service
Rev James Donaldson

Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

Helmut Walcha (1907-91)

Introit (TiS 54)
O sing a new song to the Lord,
Sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless the Lord’s name
Today is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.
(Words: Psalm 96; Music: Chrisopher Willcock SJ)
Greetings and Call to worship
Lighting the Christmas Candle
(Congregation please remain standing)
May the Peace, Hope and Joy,
which is the essence of Christmas,
be your experience on this Christmas Day,
during this Christmas season and beyond.
And also be your experience.
Friends, the Advent time of waiting and preparing is
over! We have lit four candles that remind
us about waiting in hope, peace, joy and love.
These candles remind us that God promises to be
with us, to comfort us, to help us to rejoice, to
teach us to love and to ignite light in our darkness.
Today we light one more candle and call it the Christ
Candle. This candle reminds us that God
in Christ Jesus fills us with good tidings:peace,

hope, joy and love. God is faithful to us. God is with us now in Christ
Jesus and he will be with us always.
O Advent God, come! Lead us through our life’s journey. Grant us
courage to spread your light in the world.
At Christmas the skies of misty days are parted with the radiant
shining of never-ending love. The love breaks through into human
life and fills our empty silence with hope.
Thanks be to God! The Christ Child is born! Halleluiah!
At Christmas the waiting world is touched with the footprints of a
new-birth. The new-born child lies there, for us all to discover, in
frailty and hope.
Halleluiah! God has done wonderful things. In Christ Jesus, God
has brought justice and salvation to the world.
At Christmas, the people look up in awe and wonder and then look
downwards and see the presence of God among us here in this
earthly life.
Halleluiah! The Christ Child is born. The life of the infant Christ
encircles us with surprising opportunities and gifts enabling us to
be the agents of God.
At Christmas people looked outwards and saw an everlasting hope
for good. At Christmas let us look inward within ourselves and find
new possibilities for a renewed relationship and discipleship. We are
gathered together as the people of God seeking peace, hope and
joy. In the presence of each other’s peace, hope and joy, let us
gather together and worship God.
Hymn of adoration 304: O Come, all we faithful,
Prayer of Adoration and Thanksgiving
Anthem: New songs of celebration render
New songs of celebration render
to him who has great wonders done;
awed by his power, his foes surrender
and fall before the mighty One.
He has made known his great salvation
which all his friends with joy confess.
He has revealed to every nation
his everlasting righteousness.
(Words: Psalm 98, paraphrased Erik Routley;
Music: Melody for Ps. 98 in the Genevan Psalter of 1562) .

Call to confession: Let us come before God and the people of God with our prayers of
confession. Jesus Christ was born among us as a tiny child...Let us keep a
period of silence and reflect upon the Christless celebrations of Christmas.
Holy-Child Jesus, born amongst us as a truly human one, bring us your gift
of grace this day we pray. We now hold before us in sadness, the images of
those who have few ways of celebrating the coming of love and peace. The
harsh truths in which we live, so often separate us from the real meaning of
Christmas. Forgive us O Lord and redirect us towards the Christ Child who
was born in a manger. Redirect us to be the agents to ignite light in the life
of those who are experiencing pain, loneliness, rejection and trauma.

God, whom we believe is our Shepherd, who led Joseph and Mary to give birth to
the Holy-Child Jesus to bring salvation and restore new-life to humanity.
On this Christmas Day God comes to us in Jesus Christ to save us and to
shepherd us out of darkness, where we hide ourselves and lose our way.
God in Christ Jesus comes to lead us into the divine light.
Restore us O God from darkness to light; from secular life to sacred life;
from Christless life to Christ- centred life. Make our hearts new and turn our
lives in the right direction so that we can experience and witness the fruits
of salvation.
As we look around our world, it is often hard to imagine or accept that the
birth of Christ happened. Our Faith sometimes runs low, even in the midst of
the celebration of Christmas. The excesses of decorations and extravagances
of gift-giving and partying can close the doors of our hearts to the vulnerability
of a Child born into struggling life. We are easily diverted from the realities of
needs and people. We are overwhelmed by the celebration of the season,
rather than Jesus who is the reason for the season.
Forgive us O Lord, when we let the world’s ideology of Christmas celebrations
bury the true meaning and blessings of this holy season. Lord our Redeemer,
cleanse us and remould us with Scriptural holiness, that we may be the true
messengers of the theology of Christmas, which is forgiveness, reconciliation,
co-existence, peace and hope. Advent God, on this day of Christmas, enter
our lives yet again and redirect us to you and to your way of life. Help us to
envision your dream and vision for our world. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon: Friends, Christ comes to people such as us. The star of
Bethlehem shines over the entire world. The Word has truly come among us
in flesh. Christ comes to people such as us. The Advent of Christ rescues us
from the power of darkness. May God grant us the grace to accept that we
are forgiven. Rejoice in God’s forgiving and freeing presence.
Amen! Halleluiah! Thanks be to God.

