
The Auburn Newsletter 
Hawthorn Uniting Parish 

  

Sunday 25
th
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      Next Sunday 
       10 am Worship Service 
        Rev Dr Philip Creed 

 

 
Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.  
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Service 

10 am weekly 
 
 

Holy Communion: 

monthly: 

10 am: 3rd Sunday  

 

Music in Liturgy: 

monthly: 

10 am: 4th Sunday  

 

Morning Coffee 

10.15am monthly 

1st Thursday in the 

Eileen Pawsey 

Room 
 
 

Church Council: 

7.45 pm monthly   

1st Wed in the 

Pawsey Room 
 
 
Church Lunch: 

12 noon in the Hall 

monthly 3rd Sunday  
 
 
NB: Dates and times 
may occasionally 
change documented 
in the pew sheet 
notices 

 

Minister: Bertram Mather  0469 295 162;  9818 2119  email: mather_bertram@hotmail.com 

Organist: Margaret Pettitt.  9077 0467 Director of Music: Bruce Macrae  9443 7063 

Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au website: www.auburnuc.org.au   

 

  

 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 
Organ prelude 
 
Introit:  Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy)     

Dinah Reindorf, 1995.  (TiS 734)  
Invocation  

Open our lips O Lord.  
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

 
Greeting 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

 
Affirmation  (Psalm 15) 

O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 
Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

 
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, 
and speak the truth from their heart;  

 
who do not slander with their his tongues,  
and do no evil to their friends,  

 
nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;  
who honour those who fear the Lord; 

 
who stand by their word even to their hurt, 
who do not take a bribe against the innocent.  
Those who do these things shall never be moved.  

        

FINAL PRAYER 
The presbytery representative says: 

Let us pray. O God, be with those who leave, and with those who stay; 
and grant that all of us, by drawing nearer to you, may always be close to 
each other in the communion of saints; through Jesus Christ your Son,  
our Lord.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  154:  Great is your faithfulness 
 
Blessing and Dismissal  
 
Organ postlude (You are invited to remain seated until the end of the postlude) 

 

Notices 
 

Today after the Service: All are invited to morning tea in the Pawsey Room 
to thank Bertram for his three years of Ministry at Auburn. 
 
Thanks to all who came to the Auburn Seminar – more news next week. 
 
Thursday 1st March Auburn Coffee Morning  10am: a visit to the Mission to 
Seafarers at 717 Flinders Street, Docklands.  The cost is $25 per person for 
morning tea, the tour and lunch.  Contact Daphne Arthur Tel: 9898 6133  
  
The Friends of the Auburn Tower will have the Tower open to the public from 12 
noon on Sunday 18 March. For this we need your help in the following ways: 

·         Please come along to the annual working bee (with Australian Boys  
Choir parents) on Saturday 17 March, between 9am and 12 noon 

·         Please collect surplus books for the second-hand book stall. Deliver on  
the day or call Alan Chuck on 9813 8175 to arrange collection 

·         If you can spare 2 hours to assist in the afternoon, Sunday 18 March  
contact Alan Chuck (climbing tower not essential). 

 
Thursday, 19 April, 7.30pm. Mark this date in your diary now. ARTHUR STREETON – 
WAR ARTIST Historian and former Federal Court Judge Julie Dodds-Streeton will give 
an illustrated talk about the role of her late husband’s grandfather, Sir Arthur 
Streeton, one of Australia’s most renowned artists, as an official First World War 
Artist. Tickets include a glass of wine and supper. For details talk to Daphne or 
Wendy. This is a fundraiser organised by The Friends of The Auburn Tower for the 
restoration of our heritage-listed Church Tower. Help us restore this beautiful 
building. www.auburntowerfriends.org.au 

 

http://www.auburntowerfriends.org.au/


 

  

HYMN  620:  O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising 
 
Prayers : Thanksgiving and Confession  
 
Hymns for today introduced by Bruce Macrae 
 
Introduction to the readings  
 
Romans 1: 18-22; 28-32 
 
Gospel acclamation:  

Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory.   
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. 

 (Gal. 6:14) 
Gospel:  Matthew 25: 31-40 
 
Choir:  HYMN 630:  The law of Christ alone can make us free   
 
Homily : On Christian ethics 
 
HYMN 567:  God of all power, and truth, and grace 
 
Notices, Offering and Prayer  
 
HYMN  604  Make me a captive, Lord 
 
Prayers :  Intercession 
 
The Closing of a Placement  

  The presbytery representative, Rev Arnie Wierenga, says: 
  Since the Church lives by the power of the Word, it is assured that  
  God has never failed to provide a witness to that Word. 

 
   On, 12 March 2015 the Presbytery of Yarra Yarra inducted  
   Bertram Jeyakumar Mather as a minister of the Word among you. 
 

  Bertram, the Congregation and Presbytery witnessed your  
  promises to take part in the public worship of God, to contribute to the  
  work of God, and to make a Christian witness in the community 
   by word and action. 

 
The congregation made promises too: to take part with you in the work  
of God by word and by action. 

        Prayer of reconciliation and thanksgiving  
 O God, you bound Bertram to this community for a time to work for  
 the advancement of your kingdom in this place: we give you humble and  
 hearty thanks for the ministry which has been shared. We pray your  
 forgiveness when we, minister and people within this community have  

   failed you and each other, knowing that we can always trust in your grace  
   and love to begin again 
 

  We thank you for your never-failing presence with us through the years  
  and for the deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have  
  received.   In the name of Christ,  Amen. 
 

 Presbytery Minister says: 
The Presbytery recognises it is time for Bertram’s ministry to end here, 
and that in time through the discerning processes of the wider church, he 
will be called to minister in another place. The time has come to mark the 
end of his particular responsibilities in this congregation, and to send him 
with God’s blessing towards new ministry. 

 
 The minister says: 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, you called me to minister with you, and 
charged me to preach the Word, preside at the sacraments and to share 
in the oversight of the pastoral life of the congregation.  Others will now 
have these responsibilities and so I now lay down the tasks you 
committed to me. 

 
I therefore hand this pastoral list to you which contains the names of the 
members of this community, and in so doing relinquish my 
responsibilities as a minister among you. 

 
The secretary of the church council receives the list 
 
The presbytery representative says: 
  And now, on behalf of the Presbytery of Yarra Yarra, we thank you for  
  your ministry of God’s grace in this congregation.  We release you from  
  this ministry, and will continue to give you pastoral care in this presbytery  
  and we will pray for God’s blessing on your future ministry. 
 
The following is said  
  Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid: for it is the Lord who  
  goes with you.  Your God will not fail you or forsake you. 

Deut. 31:6 
 


