The Auburn Newsletter

EPISTLE: Hebrews 10:11-25

Hawthorn Uniting Parish

ANTHEM: Fight the good fight (TiS 594)
J.S.B. Monsell (1811 - 75); Music: Harold Rhodes (1927)

Sunday 18th November 2018

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia. Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man. Alleluia.
(Luke 23:36)
GOSPEL: Mark 13:1-8
SERMON

Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump
Sunday Service
10 am weekly

TIS 616: O day of God, draw near

THE LORD’S PRAYER

TIS 687: God gives us a future,
BENEDICTION:
Go, blessed by God’s presence with you,
assured by Jesus’ love for you,
transformed by the Holy Spirit’s power within you.
THREEFOLD AMEN

Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room

Organ Postlude
(You are invited to remain seated until the end of the postlude)

Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
1st Wed in the
Pawsey Room

Congratulations to Ian McHugh and Graeme Bartle who have recently
celebrated special birthdays.

Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday

Reader Today: John Suriano Flowers Today: Avril McHugh
Next Week: Anne Friend
Next week: Judith Walker

Church messages: 9818 2119
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au

Pentecost 26
Organ Prelude

Music in Liturgy:
monthly:
10 am: 4th Sunday

OFFERING
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Readings next week:

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.
The order of service proceeds without announcements.
Responses by the congregation are in bold type.

Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Next Sunday
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump

2 Samuel 23:1-7
Revelation 1:4b-8

Psalm 132:1-12
John 18: 33-37

Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

INTROIT: This is the day which the Lord has made.
Alleluia! Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
(John Weaver)
CALL TO WORSHIP:
God causes hearts to rejoice and strength to increase.
God of all knowledge, judges our actions,
breaking the power of the mighty,
and clothing the feeble with strength.
God raises up the poor and the needy; giving them
seats of honour guarding those who are faithful;
and condemning those who do wrong.
We worship and praise God - judge of all the earth.
(Based on Hannah’s prayer: 1 Samuel 2:1-10)
TIS 161: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION
God of all knowledge, Hannah’s prayer resonates
not only across the ages but in our hearts, as, like her,
we praise you as our rock and our redeemer.
We worship you with awe, knowing that there is
no holy One like you. And yet you took on our
humanity to reveal your love and your mercy in
person - in Jesus who, taking the form of a servant,

taught us about your power. The power dreamed of by Hannah –
power at the service of others, raising up the powerless,
strengthening the weak, healing the sick, replacing despair with
hope, bringing life where there was death. We praise and adore
you, O God, for these wonderful signs of your love. May this time
of worship and the service of our lives be a worthy response to
these gifts. This we pray in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen
TIS 420: Holy Spirit, go before us,
PRAYER OF CONFESSION - spoken by two voices
God of beginnings and endings –
we give thanks for your presence with us
on our Pentecost journey of half a year –
when our visible landscapes have been transformed
from the grey-green of winter to the wattle-gold of spring.
What about our personal landscapes –
have we allowed them to be transformed?
What have we seen and what have we heard?
What has been sown in our hearts?
We’ve seen life restored –
by Jesus’ compassion, and Jairus’ faith,
a frail woman’s touch and a blind man’s persistence.
We’ve seen crowds being fed, children blessed,
and people taught about love, service and death.

As we lift up our hearts to you, we are lifted beyond ourselves
to see life from your perspective. As we near the end
of this part of our journey, fill us anew with a sense of
expectancy and joy, as we recall that we are accepted and loved,
forgiven and renewed, united and reconciled in the name of Jesus,
our risen Lord and Saviour, in whose name we pray. Amen
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS:
We read in Hebrews that “when Christ had offered for all time
a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,
and ....by a single offering, he has perfected for all time
those who are sanctified.” The good news is this, that in and through
Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Samuel 1: 4-20;
CANTICLE OF HANNAH

Refrain:
My heart exults in the Lord: my strength is exulted in my God.

We’ve heard Paul’s words of faith
about strength in our weakness and receiving God’s grace
and the words of James resound in our ears:
“Faith without works is dead”.

There is none holy like the Lord:
there is none beside you, no rock like our God.
For you O Lord are a God of knowledge:
and by you our actions are weighed.

And Jesus, high priest and servant of all,
gave us only two commandments - love God and love neighbour.
He repeated the cost of discipleship where the first becomes last
and the last becomes first.

The bows of the mighty are broken:
but the feeble gird on strength.
You Lord make poor and make rich:
you bring low and you also exalt.

We confess that all too often, our eyes get distracted
and our ears tune out, our hearts become set in familiar ways –
our journeys of faith become routine and all too predictable.
We don’t expect to be transformed.

You raise up the poor from the dust:
And lift the needy from the ash heap.
You make them sit with princes:
And inherit a seat of honour.

God of endings and new beginnings, remind us
that, as we worship you together, we are transformed.

For yours, O Lord, are the pillars of the earth:
And on them you have set the world.

