The Auburn Newsletter

EPISTLE: Hebrews 10:5-10

Hawthorn Uniting Parish

ACCLAMATION: Praise to you, O Christ; king of eternal glory
Here I am the servant of the Lord,
let it be with me according to your word. (Luke 1:38)

Sunday 23rd December 2018

GOSPEL: Luke 1: 39-45

Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump

SERMON
HYMN 305: Let earth and heaven combine

Sunday Service
10 am weekly

DEDICATION OF THE GRAND PIANO
Patrick's Siciliano by Herbert Howells (1961) – pianist Bruce Macrae

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY PRAYER
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE /THE LORD'S PRAYER

The Sending Forth of the People of God

BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
(You are invited to remain seated until the end of the postlude)

Readings on Christmas Day:
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1: 1-4
Church messages: 9818 2119
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au

Music in Liturgy:
monthly:
10 am: 4th Sunday

Flowers Today: Heather Suriano
Next Sunday: Wendy Chuck
Psalm 98
John 1: 1-14

Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.
The order of service proceeds without announcements.
Responses by the congregation are in bold type.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Gathering of the People of God
ORGAN PRELUDE

Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
1st Wed in the
Pawsey Room

INTROIT: Christmas is coming (TIS 289 v 4)
The fourth is for the Virgin,
who mothered God’s own son
and sang how God’s justice
was meant for everyone.
‘Christmas is coming’
the church is glad to sing
and let the Advent candles
brightly burn in a ring.

Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday

CALL TO WORSHIP
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room

HYMN 268: Joy to the World

Reader Today: Alan Chuck
Christmas Day: Wendy Chuck

Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday

Christmas Day
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

for he has looked with favour
on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on,
all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name. (Luke 1:46-49)

HYMN 302: The angel Gabriel
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
On this fourth Sunday in Advent we remember Mary,
the bearer of the light of the world.
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word." (Luke 1:38)
Elizabeth exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." (Luke 1:42)
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit
rejoices in God my Saviour." (Luke 1:46-47)

PRAYER OF ADORATION
Loving and eternal God as Mary praised you so would we,
for we have received a great blessing through your blessing of her.
We celebrate the gift of a saviour saying with her "My spirit
rejoices in God my saviour", for your saving nature was shown
to us and put into effect in the life, death and resurrection of
Mary's son Jesus, our God and Saviour. As you lifted her up from
her lowly estate you gave hope to countless generations
who have called her blessed. In the power of the Spirit
which came upon her we worship you for the gift her son,
Jesus Christ. All glory to you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hymn 272: Come thou long expected Jesus
CONFESSION
With shame we confess our pride, which hides the light
of your blessing of the poor and humble.
Lord have mercy.
Forgive us for the lack of regard we have for your nature, as one
who saves, and let us see more clearly how your saving grace was
embodied in Jesus Christ.
Christ have mercy.
For our lack of response, in praise through word and deed,
under the guidance of the Spirit, we humbly seek your forgiveness
O God.
Lord have mercy.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
God forgives all those who truly repent and turn to him.
Hear then Christ's word of grace, 'Your sins are forgiven'.
Thanks be to God
DOXOLOGY: (TIS 771)

Now to him who loved us, gave us
every pledge that love could give,
freely shed his blood to save us,
gave his life that we might live,
be the kingdom, and dominion,
and the glory evermore.

Service of the Word
OLD TESTAMENT Micah 5:2-5a
CANTICLE OF MARY (Magnificat) (Luke 1, 46-55)
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud
in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.
ANTHEM: Advent Song
(Words: F. Pratt Green; Music: Gustav Holst arr. John Wilson)

