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To the scarred, who in the name of Christ have long fought against prejudice
and injustice and now are on the point of giving up, send your Holy Spirit:
And regenerate your people, loving God.

Hawthorn Uniting Parish

To the deeply sad, who after the death of one most dear to them cannot see
much point in going on with life’s duties, send your Holy Spirit:
And regenerate your people, loving God.

Sunday 8th March 2020
Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump

To any in this congregation, whose faith and love seems to be very small and
fragile at this time, send your Holy Spirit:
And regenerate your people, loving God.
To these and all your people, O God, send the Wind of your refreshing Spirit
and bring us into that robust and resilient faith which you alone can give us.
And let us Pray in the words our Father taught us.
The Lord’s Prayer: Our father in Heaven.........
Offering/ Offertory Prayer
Sending Out
Being here together has been a re-birthing place on the long journey of faith.
Move on from here with your spirits renewed and your heads held high.
Exactly where this week will take us, each of us is uncertain.
The one thing certain is that we shall never travel alone. Amen.
The grace of our Saviour, the love of our Creator,
and the fellowship of our Counsellor, will be with you now and always. Amen.
Hymn 147: To God be the Glory
Organ Postlude:
(Please remain seated until the end of the postlude)
Notices (website: auburnuc.org.au)
Today we welcome Rev Steve Crump, our Minister at Auburn.
Sunday 15 March at 2.00pm: The Induction Service for Rev Steve Crump, in
conjunction with the Yarra Yarra Presbytery, will be held at Auburn.
Please bring some food to share for afternoon tea (and church lunch).
Reader Today: Bruce Macrae
Next Sunday -: Avril McHugh
Exodus 17: 1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5: 1-11
John 4: 5-42
Church messages: 9818 2119
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au

Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Sunday Service
10 am weekly
Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday
Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday

Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday, March
to November, in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room
Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
2nd Thursday in the
Pawsey Room

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

Next Sunday
10am Communion Service
Rev Steve Crump

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.
The order of service proceeds without announcement.
Responses by the congregation are in bold type.

Lent 2

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Organ remain
prelude:for tea or coffee in the church after the service.
Please
The
orderHelp
of service
proceeds
announcements.
Introit:
only comes
fromwithout
the Lord,
Responses
by
the
congregation
are
in
bold
the maker of heaven and earth type.
(Words: Psalm 121; Music: Hal H. Hopson)
Opening prayer
Welcome
torescuing,
all who worship
Auburn
today.
The
healing at
grace
of the
Please remain
for
tea
or
coffee
in
the
church
after the service.
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
The orderAnd
of service
proceeds
also with
you without announcements.
Responses
by
the
congregation
are in we
bold
type.
We have come, not because
are
better than
others but because we know that God does not reject
fools or sinners. We have come, not because our lives
always run smoothly but because by faith we journey
together through highlands and lowlands
towards a promised land.
We are here to worship a God who never wearies
and to praise a Saviour who is always optimistic.
Hymn 596: Fill my life, my Lord, my God.
Prayer: Gracious and loving God, we thank you that
for all who walk by faith there is always light
for those who truly want to see, and enough bread
for those who hunger for goodness .....

May we who pause to worship you here in this quiet sanctuary,
be happy in serving you out in the rough and often chaotic world,
as we encourage our fellow pilgrims on the long road ahead.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Psalm 121 (Words UiW p339)
Antiphon: My help comes from the lord, maker of heaven and earth.

Hymn 624: Christ be my leader by day as by night

Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17

Confession And Forgiveness
With quiet confidence in the silent grace and quiet power of God,
let us confess our sins and accept renewal.
Loving God, we admit to each other and to you, that we are creatures
in whom goodness and evil are untidily entwined.
Sometimes we set out to do what seems good, only to later discover
that we have been manipulated by evil from within us.
At other times we have been afraid of our weaknesses,
yet have achieved far better than we expected.

Anthem: A Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
May I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly. Amen
Words: St Richard of Chichester (1197-1253); Music L.J. White (b.1910)

Sometimes we have relied on our education and worldly wisdom,
only to find out how foolish we really are.
At other times we have trembled at our own ignorance,
yet have acted in far wiser ways than we thought possible.
Sometimes we have pretended to be thoughtful and altruistic,
yet in fact we have been pushed by nothing but self-interest.
At other times we have been appalled at our chronic selfishness,
yet have managed to rise above it and have
altruistically served others wisely and lovingly.
God our Saviour and friend, we place in your hands the tangled web
that is our human lives. By your lovingly, and ever patient, mercy in
Christ, forgive and remove all that is sinful, untwist that which is tangled,
free that which is knotted, mend that which is broken, and bring balance
and harmony into our daily existence.
In the name of Christ Jesus our Saviour, Amen.
Forgiveness
Jesus said: you must be new-born by the Spirit of God. My sisters and
brothers, we have not been new-born to condemnation but to salvation.
In Christ there is forgiveness and healing for all who are ready to seek,
knock, and ask for grace.
In his name I declare to you: Your sins are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Scripture readings: Genesis 12: 1-4a

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory.

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life (John 3:14-15).
Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17
Sermon
Hymn 547: Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Prayers for the People
It is a blessing to have others praying for us.
It is also a blessing when we pray for others.
Let us bring our prayers to God.
God of infinite wisdom and intimate friendship, we ask that we may not
squander opportunities either for increased faith or larger service of our
fellows. Please send the regenerating breath of the Spirit to those for whom
we now pray.
To the very old and infirm, who fear that they are no longer of any use to
friend, neighbour, or even to their God, send your Holy Spirit:
And regenerate your people, loving God.
To the young, especially any who are already setting their feet on a road
that leads to self-destruction, send your Holy Spirit:
and regenerate your people, loving God.
To the timid, who are afraid to launch out in faith and dare the slings and
arrows of a selfish sceptical community, send your Holy Spirit:
And regenerate your people, loving God.

