The Auburn Newsletter

SERMON

Hawthorn Uniting Parish

HYMN 261: “Lord, you are the light of life to me”
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER

Sunday 22nd March 2020

OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump

HYMN 656: “Jesus, my Lord, let me be near you”
BENEDICTION
May the goodness and mercy of God enfold you,
the glory and light of Jesus Christ shine upon you,
the insight and power of the Holy Spirit inform you
this day and every day.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
in the name of Christ. Amen.
PIANO POSTLUDE:
(Please remain seated until the end of the postlude)
Reader Today: Alan Chuck
Readings next week:
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Romans 8: 6-11

Next Sunday: Wendy Chuck
Psalm 130
John 11: 1-45

Notices (website: auburnuc.org.au)
UnitingWorld Lenten Appeal: Leaflets and envelopes are available in
the Narthex. The funds from Lent Event 2020 will be donated to the
Protestant Church of Maluku to help people of Ambon, Indonesia to
build peace and beat poverty.
Sunday 19 April: Auburn Annual General Meeting is planned to take
place after the Service, such social distancing permitted. Reports will
be available (possibly by email) by 12th April.
Church messages: 9818 2119
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au

Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 9443 7063
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Sunday Service
10 am weekly
Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday

Next Sunday
10am Worship Service
Rev Ross Carter

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Please remain for tea or coffee in the church after the service.
The order of service proceeds without announcement.
Responses by the congregation are in bold type.

Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
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Lent
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after the service.
The order of service proceeds without announcements.
Responses
by the congregation are in bold type.
PIANO PRELUDE

Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday, March
to November, in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room

INTROIT: Amazing grace (TiS 129)
Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
saved
a wretch
like me!
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I
once
was
lost,
but
now
am found,
The order of service proceeds without
announcements.
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blind,
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(John Newton 1725-1807)

Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
2nd Thursday in the
Pawsey Room

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Let us praise God
who meets our needs
and leads us to places
of tranquillity and rest.
Let us praise God
who comforts us
and replaces our fears
with overflowing love.
HYMN 145: “The king of love my shepherd is”

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE
Shepherd God, we praise you for enfolding us in your great love.
We rejoice in the knowledge that your care for us
is so great that we lack nothing.
You provide for all our needs, even the strength
to cope in times of darkness and distress.
The depth of your care for us is revealed in the person of Jesus,
who was prepared to go to the cross to prove that
your goodness and mercy is more powerful than evil and death.
In response to these many blessings,
we have gathered together in this, your house,
praying that this time of worship will be a fitting response
to the many blessings we receive from you.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news!
“Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light”.
Know that we can “live as children of the light”
because in Jesus, Light of the world, we are enlightened;
we are healed; we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
READINGS
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13
Psalm 23 (Words: UiW p.260) Cantor: Anne Friend

HYMN 650: “Brother, sister let me serve you”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jesus Light of the world you penetrate the darkness of the world
with your love and your life, graciously enlightening us in ways
which enable us to see the world and our neighbours as you see them.
We confess, however, that there are times when we choose to reject
the gift of your insight, preferring to ‘close our eyes’ to the pain and
suffering which are daily experiences for so many people.
When selfishness blinds us to the needs of others;
Jesus, Light of the world, forgive us.
When our insensitivity blinds us to the hurt we cause others;
Jesus, Light of the world, forgive us.
When our prejudices blind us to the equal dignity and worth of others;
Jesus, Light of the world, forgive us.
When our pride blinds us to our own faults;
Jesus, Light of the world, forgive us.
When the lure of materialism blinds us to the poverty of others;
Jesus, Light of the world, forgive us.
Jesus, Light of the world, help us to walk in your light so that
goodness, righteousness, and truth are made visible as we reflect your
love and your mercy in and through all we say and do. Amen

Epistle: Ephesians 5: 8-14
Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God (TiS 700)
Jesus, Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world,
have merecy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
(Tony Way 1963- )
Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory.
Jesus says, I am the light of the world; whoever follows me
will have the light of life. (John 8:12)
Gospel: John 9:1-41

