The Auburn Newsletter

AUBURN NEWS
Morning Tea after the Service has been postponed for the moment complying with Covid19 restrictions means changing our usual behaviour.
These are the official guidelines from the VicTas Website:
Food or drink can be served after a religious gathering.
Food, drink, crockery, utensils, vessels or equipment must not be shared by
participants. It is recommended that
 single use items are used to serve food or drink.
 one person serves or distributes food or drinks.
This person must sanitise hands before commencing.
With our set-up we may need 4 designated serving people to stand guard!
one person puts tea or coffee in a cup, one person uses the urn for hot water,
one person uses the jug for milk, one person puts food on a single use plate.
and what about the sugar and the spoons!
These regulations assume consumers and servers are separated.
Also a reminder that Face Masks must be worn in indoor public spaces and a
distance of 1.5m must be kept from anyone not in your family group.
The printed attendance list, from today onwards, will not include the phone
numbers of the people we know. Pat keeps the hard copies and can include
the phone numbers for tracing purposes. Auburn has not applied for a QR
Code. For your interest:
QR codes are unique for each venue.
Churches can register for a FREE QR code service from the government at
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/register-to-use-vic-gov-qr-codeservice.
Attendees can scan this QR Code using the camera on their smartphone or
tablet device. For attendees who choose to sign in manually, the ‘greeter’ will
need to register them on the greeter’s smartphone or tablet (afterwards using
information from the printed sheet). The number of people allowed to attend
doubles when using a QR Code. A density quotient of 1 person per 2 sqm
applies if using electronic record keeping. If not using electronic record
keeping a density quotient of 1 person per 4 sqm applies.
Flowers Today: Fay Hatton
Next week: Heather Suriano
Reader Today: Warren Clarnette
Next week: John Suriano
Readings: next week
1 Samuel 3:1-10,
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Mark 1:14-20
Church messages: 9818 2119
Organist: Margaret Pettitt. 9077 0467
Email address: mail@auburnuc.org.au

Minister Rev Steve Crump 0438 308 409
Director of Music: Bruce Macrae 0401 859 359
website: www.auburnuc.org.au

Hawthorn Uniting Parish
Sunday 10th January 2020
Service Today
10am Worship Service
Rev Steve Crump
Sunday Service
10 am weekly
Holy Communion:
monthly:
10 am: 3rd Sunday
Church Lunch:
12 noon in the Hall
monthly 3rd Sunday
(when permitted
under Covid19
restrictions)
Morning Coffee
10.15am monthly
1st Thursday, March
to November, in the
Eileen Pawsey
Room
Church Council:
7.45 pm monthly
2nd Thursday in the
Pawsey Room

NB: Dates and times
may occasionally
change documented
in the pew sheet
notices

Next Sunday
10am Communion Service
Rev Steve Crump

Welcome to all who worship at Auburn today.
Responses by the congregation are in bold type.

EPIPHANY 1 - BAPTISM OF JESUS
ORGAN PRELUDE:
CALL TO WORSHIP: Based on Genesis 1:1-5.
In the beginning when God created the heavens
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said,
“Let there be light”; and there was light.
And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness.
God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.
Let us worship the God of all creation.
HYMN 187: ”Let all creation dance”
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE
Eternal God, reigning over the universe and
in our hearts, we worship and praise you.
Through you comes the energy by which the world was
made - through you the darkness is overcome and the
light shines. And yet, in the midst of your greatness,

you chose to reveal your power and glory:
in - of all places - a stable and a new born baby;
in a pilgrim-packed river, through - of all people - an
animal-skinned, locust-eating baptiser;
and, on a cross of wood, through - of all things - an
agonising crucifixion; all communicating the mystery
and greatness of your love.
We praise and adore you, O God, for revealing your love
so fully for us in Jesus, and for renewing our lives with your Spirit.
Amen

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Our assurance of knowing the peace and joy of God’s forgiveness
is found in belief in the One baptised by John and identified by God
in the words: “You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Know therefore that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 1: 1-5;
PSALM 29 (UiW page 266 - spoken)

HYMN 609: “May the Mind of Christ my Saviour”

EPISTLE: Acts 19: 1-7

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
The Psalmist wrote about experiencing God’s voice
as majestic power and force. Mark told of God’s personal
words of love to Jesus after his baptism by John. We long
to hear God’s words addressed to us, but too often we are so
overwhelmed by uncertainty about the future, or feelings of
powerlessness in the present, that we fail to recognise God
speaking to us, either personally or through the forces of nature.
We long to hear God’s words addressed to us as people
beloved by God.

GOSPEL: Mark 1: 4-11
SERMON
HYMN 250: “Christ, when for us you were baptized”
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING /OFFERTORY PRAYER

Forgive us for listening to - and believing –
voices that call us worthless and unlovable.
Hear God’s words speak louder:
“You are my beloved sons and daughters”
(silent reflection)
Loving and merciful God, forgive us when we allow our fears
and our worries to stifle your voice of love. As you spoke
so clearly to Jesus, speak to us also so that your words of love
resonate in every corner of our being and we know that
we too are your beloved, on whom your favour rests.
This we pray in Jesus’s name. Amen

HYMN 416: “Great God, your Spirit like the wind”
BENEDICTION
Go into this week knowing yourself beloved by God,
blessed by the obedience of Jesus,
renewed by the power of the Holy Spirit
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
in the name of Christ. Amen.
ORGAN POSTLUDE:
(Please remain seated until the end of the postlude)

