
MINISTERS OF AUBURN UNITING (FORMERLY METHODIST) CHURCH 
 
Hawthorn Wesleyan Church 
 

Year of Commencement Name 

1853 Early services conducted by local preachers, including Messrs N Wimble, 
Powell, Gallagher and Gray, and the Rev J C Symons.  

1856 Preaching place of the Collingwood Circuit. Ministers include the Rev J W 
Crisp and the Rev W L Binks. 

1863 Preaching place of the Richmond Circuit. Superintending Minister the Rev 
T Rason. Burwood Road Church opened 1867.  

1869 The Rev R Lamb 

1872 The Rev R De Quentin 

1874 The Rev Dr Fison 

1878 The Rev W H Fitchett 

1882? The Rev W Burridge 

1885? The Rev William P Wells. Present Oxley Road Church opened 12 
September 1889. 

1890 The Rev Henry Bath 

1894 The Rev Edward Wason Nye 

1897 The Rev Dr William Williams 

1900 The Rev Francis Neale. Methodist Church of Australia inaugurated 1902. 

 

The Methodist Church of Australia Hawthorn Circuit Auburn preaching place 

Year of Commencement Name 

1903 The Rev Robert Philp 

1908 The Rev Dr William Williams 

1912 The Rev John Thomas 

1917 The Rev Prof Arthur E Albiston 

1920 The Rev Samuel Scholes 

1924 The Rev Bendry Wilmot Heath 



Year of Commencement Name 

1929 The Rev Joseph Snell 

1931 The Rev Harold A Overend 

1933 The Rev Dr Ernest  C Pallot 

1936 The Rev Harry A G Keck 

1941 The Rev Robert Williams 

1945 The Rev Eric H O Nye 

1950 The Rev Henry Clarnette 

1955 The Rev Stanley I Weeks 

1960 The Rev J Stanley Waite 

1967 The Rev Reginald F P Bye 

1971 The Rev Geoffrey E H Vertigan 

1975 – 1979 No settled minister. Uniting Church in Australia inaugurated 1977. 

 

The Uniting Church in Australia Hawthorn Parish 

Year of Commencement Name 

1980 The Rev W Maxwell Spry 

1987 – 1988 No settled minister  

1989 The Rev Leon Henry Warren Clarnette 

1997 The Rev Ian William Littler 

2005 The Rev Dr Edward Craig Thompson 

2015 The Rev Bertram J Mather 

2020 The Rev (Deacon) Stephen Crump 

 
 
Notes: 
 
The two Williams are believed to be unrelated.  
 
The Rev E H O Nye is the son of the Rev E W Nye. 
 
The Rev L H W Clarnette is the son of the Rev Henry Clarnette.  


